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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Clerk to the Council   Mrs   R Luckin ,   Bramley Cottage, Hole Street,   Wiston , West Sussex, BN44 3DH   Tel:  01903 893548   Email:  washingtonpc@talk21.com     Website: www.wpc.org.uk  


PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

3rd September 2012 

at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Minutes

Present: Cllr L. Britt, Cllr C. Beglan, Cllr J. Davies, Cllr N. Dore`, Cllr D. Horwood, Cllr R. Milner-Gulland, 
Cllr M. Turley, Cllr D. Whyberd, Cllr T Cook


Also in attendance: Cllr Sanson (HDC)
Members of the public: Five
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin
12.96 Apologies and Declarations of Interest

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Jennings, Heeley and Wilkinson (holiday).

Declarations of interest were received from Cllr Dore regarding the VHMC and the Windmill and from Cllr Turley regarding the close proximity of Little Orchard to his own property.
HH
12.97 Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th August 2012 were discussed. 

The Chair explained that Cllrs Turley and Horwood had asked for amendments to the draft minutes that had been circulated prior to the meeting. Councillors agreed to accept the proposed minutes and approved them as a correct record of the meeting that had taken place.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
12.98 Meeting adjourned to allow members of the public to speak

12.98.1 Cllr Turley asked if an item for members of the public could be added on future agendas after the necessary items to approve the minutes as we are pleased that our Police now regularly, attend.  Councillors agreed to the suggestion, which was noted by the Clerk.  

12.98.2 PC Burt reported on crimes that had occurred between 29th July and 26th August. An Abuse on Facebook and theft from Shoots Garden Centre of Hot-tub ancillaries had taken place. Yearly crime figures showed an increase of ten, totalling 55 crimes in the year, with a detection rate of 12.7%.  PC Burt was of the opinion that 9 tickets had been issued to drivers using the bus crossing point illegally, which did not correlate with figures given previously. He will check and report back.  Councillors discussed ways of Police monitoring the crossing, but peak times also coincide with shift changeover times. PC Burt returned the village sign and Councillors thanked him for investigating the theft.  There had been an accident on the roundabout involving a trailer loaded with straw, but no injuries resulted.  PC Burt will provide the Clerk with accurate figures for driver convictions on the A24 bus crossing, so that Councillors can consult Cllr Wilkinson on the next course of action.

12.98.3 Cricket Club representative Phil Lewis advised that he was concerned that the Parish Council charged £10 for the use of the pitch, in addition to the amounts already spent by the Cricket Club on the pitch and safety nets.  Some other authorities charge a nominal amount and also prepare the pitch for the club.  Councillors discussed the option of waiving the pitch fee for the remaining two matches of the season.  Cllr Horwood proposed and Cllr Cook seconded the suggestion.  The vote was unanimously in favour.  The matter will be discussed at the next Open Spaces meeting.  The Clerk will advise the Cricket Club of the meeting time and obtain prices of other pitches.  The Chairman thanked Mr Lewis for attending and for the Cricket Club now providing the safety net, to address health and safety issues that had been raised in the past.
12.98.4 Mr Stephenson expressed concern regarding possible activity at the Sand Pit.  Lorries with boulders had been seen entering the site and machinery could be heard running.  The Chair advised that options for the future of the site had been discussed but no decision had yet been made.  The Clerk will contact Cllr Wilkinson and advise him of possible activity at the site, yet again, to ask whether that is outside of sand-winning within existing permissions there.

The broken drain cover in Chanctonbury Close has not yet been repaired.  The Clerk advised that she had not yet found who would take responsibility for the drain cover and pay for the repair, but she would continue to investigate.

Mr Stephenson was also concerned regarding overhanging brambles in The Street and footpaths in the parish. The Clerk will ask WSCC if they are able to clear.  Villagers may be able to form a working party to address the issues.

Goal mouths on the Recreation Ground are in a state of poor repair.  The Clerk will contact Vipers and ask them to resolve the matter.

12.98.5 Mrs Stuart-Scott also expressed concern regarding overgrown footpaths and pavements, making progress difficult for pedestrians, pushchairs and those in wheelchairs.  The Chair advised that all parishes are dealing with the same issue, and asked the Clerk to chase WSCC.  

The safety of those using the A283 Pedestrian Crossing was still causing significant concern.  Cllr Horwood advised that a site meeting would be taking place on 24th September with representatives from WSCC, and that Councillors took pedestrian safety very seriously.

She expressed concern regarding the Tea Room Committee exclusive use of the Small Hall and her opinion was that the VHMC would suffer loss of income.  The Chairman explained that Councillors had considered the options fully and decided that more income would be generated by the Community Tea Room.  At the time of the decision, the small kitchen had been condemned and the Parish Council made a decision with regard to the formal granting of the lease, in order to allow a community venture to obtain a grant and generate funds for the hall and the community.

The meeting was reconvened

12.99 Matters arising 
Clerk’s Action List following meeting of 6th and 20th August.

12.90 Cllr Jennings has offered to read the AiRS bulletins and advise others of content.

12.92 Committees are drawing up ‘wish lists’ to be considered for the forthcoming budget.

12.86.1 PC Burt has returned the village sign.
12.86.3 Maintenance of road surface in Chanctonbury Close.  Response from Adam Bazley, WSCC circulated 09.08.12, confirming that WSCC cannot help with repairs and advises residents to form an association, hire a contractor and pay for works themselves.

12.32 Lights at East Clayton – Mike Britton confirmed that he has removed a light bulb for now, until a better solution can be found.

12.100 Planning & Transport 

12.100.1 Applications 

	DC/12/1460 - Pine Cottage, Rock Road - Erection of timber double garage in front garden adjacent to the front elevation of the property.  Plans not received at time of printing.
SDNP/12/01397/HOUS – Swallows Corner, School Lane – amended plans received.

Councillors were of the opinion that the amended plans did not address concerns regarding the street scene.  The Clerk will respond to HDC.
SDNP/12/01793/HOUS - Little Orchard The Holt Washington - Conservatory to side elevation. Plans not received at time of printing. Clerk will ask for extension.

SDNP/12/01888/FUL - Pressure Reduction Site London Road Washington - Replacement of the existing underground boiler house. A new boiler/E&I installation within a new GRP building in a new location on the site (amendment to DC/12/0201) – plans not yet received – Clerk will ask for an extension.
12.100.2 Enforcement 

SDNP/12/00237/UADV Destination Triumph – unauthorised advertising, HDC Enforcement investigating.

SDNP/12/00281/BPC Toll House Kia, Washington – unimplemented planting scheme – HDC Enforcement investigating.
12.100.3 Decision Notices 

DC/12/0611 – High Larches, Melrose Place – approved by Committee 21.08.12.  Cllr Sanson had attended the meeting and advised that conditions had been attached to the approval and confirmed that Hazel Corke had replaced Gary Peck on the Planning Team.

DC/12/0988 – Castle Farm, The Hollow – Permitted.



12.100.4 Appeals

DC/11/1652 Little Barton, Hampers Lane – appeal dismissed.
APP/ Z3825/D/12/2173034 – The Maples, Hampers Lane – appeal in progress

APP/Z3825/A/12/2176793/NWF – Cemex, RMC Site – appeal in progress - Clerk has resubmitted original response.

Cllr Davies advised that a traffic survey was currently taking place near the site.

12.100.5 Transport
A283 Crossing – site meeting to take place 10.00am 24th September, with Cllr Wilkinson, Pene Mather School Travel Advisor WSCC, Ed Dickinson, Councillors and Clerk.
A24 Gap – WSCC will undertake a feasibility study.
Washington Speed Survey –scheduled to take place early September.  Cllr Horwood was concerned that recent resurfacing had slowed traffic, and results may not show a true record of usual speed and volume of traffic using the village.  The Clerk will ask WSCC to postpone the survey until October.
Rock Road / Newhouse Lane junction –Cllr Arthur ( HDC) had expressed, via email, serious concerns regarding safety of those exiting Newhouse Lane and has contacted Cllr Wilkinson.  Councillors were grateful to Cllr Arthur for raising this issue. This had coincided with Councllor’s concerns regarding the junction with Rock Road/ Hampers Lane, as below.

Rock Road / Hampers Lane junction – road narrowing requested.  WSCC Engineer will provide a response.

The Bostal Layby – Joel Sykes advises that bollards are not an appropriate solution and that the layby is required for parking. E-mail circulated 22.08.12.  Councillors were concerned that the layby in question was not an official layby and is regularly used by fly-tippers.  The Clerk will contact the Wiston Estate to ask if they are the landowner and if they would consider closure of the layby.

Washington Roundabout – the Clerk had contacted Mark Barfoot, lengthy phone calls and e-mails followed – circulated 16 and 17 August.  The Chairman has asked Mr Barfoot to reconsider his decision.  Cllr Wilkinson has passed the matter to Ed Dickinson, WSCC.  The Clerk had not yet received a response, but will continue to pursue the matter.
Cllr Sanson advised that the A27 was scheduled for a programme of upgrade works in October and will be closed at night, leading to an increase in traffic in the area.    Cllr Whyberd advised that work on the gas main on the A259 will also take place at same time.


12.100.6 Other Matters
Sandhill Barn –concern regarding inappropriate use of the countryside.  Clerk will continue to investigate.

12.100.7 The Chairman advised that dog bins in the parish were over spilling.  Cllr Sanson will investigate the situation with HDC.

12.101 Finance

	
	

	
	


Cheques for approval:

	SCS Phone bill (August) not yet received
	Max £50.00

	Frank H Maintenance – 7 hrs @ £10 and £19.72 materials
	£89.72

	Daniel Muddle £5 p/h maintenance – not yet received
	£

	Clerk’s Salary (net)
	£756.76

	Clerk’s expenses including: new printer and cartridges £109.98 and paper and spare printer cartridge £32.68
D Flynn Grounds maintenance July £522.00 and August £792.00 
	£178.03

£1,314.00

	Washington VHMC Electricity
	£40.09

	JRB Enterprises Dog Gloves
	£71.40

	Councillors approved all the cheques above, with the exception of the August invoice for D Flynn which will be considered by the Open Spaces Committee.  

Quotes Received
Replacement of black and white finger sign in Muttons Lane.  Photos circulated by e-mail 29.08.12.  Councillors were of the opinion that the quote was very high.  The Clerk will obtain further quotes.  

The Clerk received: 

Tea Room Committee - sale of The Washington Story book

£18.75

Mrs Wilmshurst - sale of The Washington Story book

£31.00

Muga hire

£15.00


	


12.102 Correspondence 

1. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 07.08.12
2. HACVS Bulletin circulated 09.08.12

3. PCSO Bonniface crime figures – circulated 13.08.12

4. AiRS E-bulletin – sent to Cllr Jennings 13.08.12

5. RSN E-newsletter circulated 13.08.12

6. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 13.08.2

7. WSCC Consultation on Draft Sustainability Appraisal of the West Sussex Waste Local Plan – circulated 16.08.12

8. HACVS E-bulletin circulated 16.08.2

9. Fracking meeting at Pulborough Village Hall 6th September 7.30pm – circulated 20.08.12

10. Rural Services Network E-bulletin circulated 20.08.12

11. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 21.08.12

12. Letter from Gatwick Airport Ltd regarding consultation – circulated 22.08.12

13. Rural Services Network E-bulletin circulated 28.08.12

14. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 29.08.12

15. HACVS E-bulletin circulated 30.08.12

16. RSN E-bulletin circulated 03.09.12
12.103 Local Issues including Maintenance  

12.103.1 Standing Orders – members of the public speaking at meetings on items not on the agenda – time limit. Councillors agreed that members of the public were to be encouraged, but perhaps a time limit could be set.  Sometimes issues are raised that have already been discussed or resolved.  Members agreed to discuss at the next meeting of the Full Council.
12.103.2 Concern regarding National Trust management of land at Warren Hill.  Councillors met with Vic Oliver on 21.08.12.  Roger Wilmshurst had provided a response to the meeting which had been circulated.  Councillors were unsure whether the meeting was consultative or informative, the Clerk will investigate and also ask whether cattle need to be grazed during June, when butterflies depend on the vegetation.

12.103.3 Website progress update – Cllr Heeley’s suggestions were read out by the Clerk and discussed.  Members agreed to the costs in principle, but had further questions to ask of Vision ICT and wished to compare the quote with others received by Cllr Heeley.
12.103.4 Youth Provision – Presentation previously circulated amongst Councillors.  Members agreed that they did not wish to take part in the proposal put forward by HDC. 

12.103.5 Councillors had received an offer of two Horse Chestnut trees, which will be discussed at the next Open Spaces Meeting.
12.103.6 A report had been received that Footpath #2624 was nearly inaccessible due to overgrown foliage. The Clerk will report to WSCC.

Cllr Horwood confirmed that he would put the village sign back in position.

Cllr Turley reported rubbish in the Chanctonbury Ring car park – the Clerk will report to HDC.

Cllr Dore was concerned regarding basal growth around a tree in Chanctonbury Close – the Clerk has reported to HDC.

Cllr Horwood was concerned regarding a local dog fouling pavements in The Holt.  The Clerk will contact HDC.

12.104 Reports and recommendations from Committees 

To receive any reports from Committees meetings held on 20th August 2012.

12.104.1 Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments

Members are seeking a quote for stock fencing at the end of the allotments.

Grass strimming in the First Extension Graveyard will be undertaken by a local person, instead of D Flynn.

The Clerk is awaiting quotes for repairs and replacement of children’s play area.

Cllr Cook has offered a tulip tree for the Recreation Ground.

12.104.2 Footpaths and Conservation

Windmill – Cllr Davies has contacted Sophia Grey of English Heritage and the Clerk has contacted Jeannie Knight who will place an article in the WSCT.  Clerk has contacted Catherine Jeater – Conservation Officer HDC.

Washington Walk Leaflet – it is hoped that the Walk Leaflet will be ready for Village Day.  

12.104.3 Planning and Transport 

Planning responses:

SDNP/12/01457/TCA Ivy Cottage, The Street Washington 

Fell 1 x Norway Spruce tree. Members agreed to defer to the opinion of Will Jones, with a comment that they see no reason for the tree to be removed.
DC/12/1480 Sevenoaks Sanctuary Lane - Surgery to 1 x Cypress (A1) and 2 x Oak (A2 and A3) trees.    Members agreed to defer to Will Jones.
DC/12/1420 - Oakdene Cottage Hampers Lane - Construction of extension, a porch extension elevation and various internal alterations.  Members had no objection. 

Advertising sales at Destination Triumph and an unimplemented planting scheme at Kia are being investigated by HDC Enforcement.

Castle Farm Estate – permission granted.

Finance Committee

No meeting held.

12.105 Meetings attended 
No meetings to report.

12.106 Resignation of Cllr Davies

The Chairman had received a letter from Cllr Davies advising that she wished to resign at Councillor due to other commitments.  Councillors agreed that they were sad to lose her from the Parish Council and wished her luck.  The Clerk has informed the Returning Officer that a vacancy will arise.  Notices will be posted on boards asking parishioners to contact HDC if they wish an election to take place.



12.107 Any Other Urgent Business 

Any Other Urgent Business is for the exchange of information only, as it is a non-specific item, members cannot make decisions under this section.  If you have any urgent business that needs a decision to be made at the meeting and you are unable to notify the Clerk in time for it to be included on the Agenda, please speak to the Clerk before the meeting begins.

Cllr Horwood advised that he would like to organise another clean-up / litter picking day and suggested 20th October.  He will advertise with notices and identify particular areas.  The Clerk will ask HDC for litter picking equipment.

12.108 Date and Time of next meetings: 









Committees – 17th September







Full Council – 1st October

The meeting closed at 9.20pm

Signed: . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . Date: . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . … . 

Chairman
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